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In fairness to the intelligence officials, however, it should be
noted that the Committee’s review of problem areas indicates that
not all the fault lies with the intelligence agencies. In a number of
instances, the policy makers or military commanders failed to
make use of available intelligence or failed to ask the intelligence
community for the kind of information they needed or failed to un-
derstand what kind of intelligence could realistically be expected to
be provided.

There is a clear need for better coordination between the users of
intelligence and the providers of intelligence so that the best possi-
ble intelligence is available when it is needed. The Committee un-
derstands its role in helping improve this situation and will contin-
ue to press for better results.

These are not new concerns. President Carter, in a note to his
Secretary of State, his CIA Director and his Assistant for National
Security Affairs, expressed dissatisfaction with the quality of the

litical intelligence he was receiving. In 1978, this Committee sub-
mitted to the House its first report following its creation in the
summer of 1977. It pointed out that while “great improvements
" have been made in the collection, processing and dissemination of

data in the warning process . . . improvements in analysis and the
integration of analysis with policy formulation have lagged far
behind.”

Certain specific steps were taken by the management of the in-
telligence community (in part at the suggestion of this Committee)
to improve those shortcomings, but national security is not a static
affair. New challenges arise and old ones increase or change in
nature. The intelligence community must meet those challenges.

In its 1980 report to the House, the Committee noted that the
coming decade would present the intelligence community with
challenges that would be “many, serious and growing.” The report
noted that its Evaluation Subcommittee study of the analytic com-
ponent of the CIA has commended recent improvements made by
Director Turner and his deputy in charge of analysis, and especial-
ly their efforts to revitalize the National Intelligence Estimates
(NIEs) process.

The Committee is pleased that the current Director of Central
Intelligence has continued and expanded the effort to improve the
NIE process. Those studies represent the coordinated judgment of
the intelligence community and are issued under the authority of
the Director of Central Intelligence. They can be of particular
value to the policy makers.
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